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, Epheſ. 4. Ver. 5. 
One Lord, one Faith,one Baptiſm, 


ſuffered more by the Factions and Feuds of Chri- 
/tians themſelves, than by the Fury of its Pro- 
elled Adverſaries; that Schiſm has done more Mif- 
chief to the Church of God than all the Perſecutions 
of the Heathen Roman Emperours, who made it their 
buſineſs to aboliſh and deſtroy the very name of Chri- 
ſtian out of the World; and that Chriſtians ſhould 
treat one another with that deſpight and Malice, as 
if good Nature and Charity, and a mutual forbear- 
ance were things of meer indifference : As it has hap- 
pened between Churches of different Communions 
in the Eaſt and WF, and in theſe Northern parts of 

the World ſince the Reformation, either becauſe th 
would not own an Ulſurpt and pretended Univerſal 
Authority, -or elſe becauſe of ſome little diſagree- 
ment in Opinion, or the Uſage, or Non-ufage of a 
Ceremony, which every particular Church , in de- 
pendence upon, and in conjunCtion with the Civil 
Power, has a right to Ordain and Conſtitute, and 
which all its Members are Obliged to conform to, out 
of a Principle of Conſcience. For hitherto muſt be 
referred, . as to their chief and proper Cauſes, all thoſe 
horrid Tumults and Separations of Parties, _ 
B ave 


| T is fad to conſider, how that Chriſtianity has 
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have ſo-much diſtra&ted the Peace of the Chureh. 
from its firſt Beginnings and Infancy to this day, how-- 
ever blancht over by ſome with ſubtilty and Artifice 
of Wit, and by others with pretenſions of Zeal, to 
colour their Ambition and their Pride, and to render 
their ill DeGgns the more: plauſible and ſucceſsful. 
Here it is (for I cannot be ſo unjuſt and _ as: 
to charge the Romaxiſts only with the fault, though 
they are deepeſt in the Guilt, and more blameable than 
the reſt ) that all take SanfAtuary, and think to juſtifie 
their ill will one to _— this way ; that they, from 
whom they divide and ſeparate themſelves, entertain. 
different Notions of ſome points of Religion, _— 
perchance they be not Eflential to the Faith; or elſe 
uſe other Rites in their _ — which yet 
may be as deeent, and as uſeful, ye. wm 
if this were to renounce Chriſtianity, to forſake 
the Communion of the Catho/ick Church. 

How has this fond Opinion broken Chriſtendom into 

ieces, and ſhut Unity and Peace out of it! Private 
Paſſion, and a falſe Zeal corrupting our Judgments 


and Pradtiſes fo far, that inſtead: of joyning in- the 


fame Publick Worſhip and Service of Chriſt our Com- 
mon Saviour, and Laving together im Holy Commu- 
nion and Love, we can ſcarce think well one of ano- 
ther ; weare afraid of one anothers Company, in a 
Church at leaſt, as.if it were Infectious; we uſe moſt 
unjuſt and moſt unchriſtian Cenfures; we malign and 
hate one another to the Death, and, as. much as in us. 
lyes, we ſend one another to Hell by our evil and un- 
charitable ſurmiſes, and by peremptory Sentences of. 
Excommunuication. | 
To prevent which. diſmal and bloody effefts of 
Schiſm, the Apoſide, inthe beginning of —_— 
ys 


(3) 
lays: down and ibes a Method, which would 
prove molt effe if we underſtood our Duty and 
our ntereſt ſo much, and had but the Honeſty and 
: the Conſcience to put it in praftiſe and executiony 
which is, to walk worthy of the Pocation wherewith 
we are called, v.:. That is, toadorn:the DoQrine 
of God our Saviour with a ſuitable Converſation, and 
as it becomes true. followers of Chrif,, to live up to 
thoſe Excellent Rules and Inftitutions which he has 
Publiſh'd, and not only ts make an outward Shew and 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, but to juſtifie and demon- 
ſtrate the Truth-and Power of it by the Example and 
« Pradtiſe of the ſovereſt Virtues; andeſpecially inthis 
great Inſtance of it, W7th all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, 
and Long-ſuffering, to forbear one another in Love, 
% I _ 1s, to _ —_ a) Bent "ver 
owances for the faileurs, and im-  (#) 1 Shes Nav ymng- 
perfetions, and infirmities of the Fexindns M8, na ddl 
Underſtanding, not to be perempto- mw. & dna I Ie ohne 
ry and dogmatical in matters of O- TIT T1 ow nin ee 
pinion to the prejudice of Unity,nor a" in dt Excellent Sperch 
to be over-fierce and ſevere in Con- - of J—__— to hs 
demnin _ —_— and m_ w_ il of jad defies theis 
reheaſions of things,but 70 keep the - departure to their reſpeftive Dio- 
DO mity of the Spirit in the bord of Po LE 
Peace, v. 3. That is, to maintain © "__ 
this Spiritual Communion with all Peaceableneſs and 
Moderation ; as _ all Members of ove Body, the 
Catholick Church, ( J actuated by one Spirit, and (;) 1 Cor. 12. 
called together in one Hope of our Calling, v. 4. That 3 
is, by virtue of the fame common Chriſtianity, all 
alike pretending to the hopes of- the fame common 
Salvation ; all Diſciples of the ſame Lord, and initi- 
ated into the ſame Fazth by Baptiſm. Solong as there 
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is no- breach made upon the Articles of Faith, and the 
form of ſound Doctrine is retained in its: full ſenſe 
and meaning, there can be no juſt cauſe for Cenſure 
and diſ-union :*All other differences of Opinion in 
Matters of Do&trine ſhould be tolerated and forgiven, 
if they have no evil influence upon Religion, Mora- 
lity, and Government ; if there be no Schiſm or Sedi- 
tion in practiſe or behaviour, and ſo long as the Uni- 
ty of Faith is preſerved entire, and kept inviolate , 
there being as but one Lord, ſo but one Faith, and one 
Baptiſm. 

From which words I ſhall endeavour to make good 
theſe three following Propoſitions. 

1. That the Dofrine of Faith is to be derived only 
from the Revelations of Chriſt, . One Lord, one 
Faith, . 

2. That the Unity of Faith only reſpe&s the Fun- 
damentals of the Chriſtian Religion. And, 

3. That all, who are Baptized, and conſequently 
are by this Sacrament of initiation admitted and re- 
ceived into the Communion and Society of Chriſtians, 
are to make Profeſſion of this Faith. Ore Faith, one 
Baptiſm. 

1. That the DodQrine of Faith is to be derived on- 
ly from: the Revelations of Chriſt. One Lord, One 
Faith. 

That it is not inthe Power of Humane Wit, how 

rying and induſtrious. ſoever, to raiſe it ſelf up to 
the Contemplation and. Knowledge of Supernaturat 
Truths without the aſliſtances of Divine Revela- 
tion and Grace, is no diſparagement to our Reaſon to 
acknowledge; it being the effect of an irrational 
Pride, and a fooliſh and idle Preſumption to think 
otherwiſe : And particularly,that the Myſteries of the 
| Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Religion lye out of our reach and ken, ap» 
pears by this unhappy Proof, that upon their firſt 
ublication at that time, when all the Treaſuries and 
idden receſſes of Nature were thrown open, and laid 
common, when nothing ſeemed to eſcape the curio- 
fity of bold and induſtrious Enquirers ; and when the 
Studies of Philoſophy ſeemed to exalt Reaſon to the 
_ itch and degree of Perfe&tion that it was ca» 
pable of, they ſtood amazed at the ſtrangeneſs of this 
New Dofrine, not agreeing with their Principles, 
and no way to be accommodated to any of thoſe 
numerous Hypotheſes which they had taken up; and 
from this amazement they ſoon advanced to a down» 
right and violent Oppoſition of it, anduſed the utmoſt 
Forces of their Wit andof their Eloquence,and of their 
Learning, to deride, and decry, and ſuppreſs the fur- 
ther growth and ſpreading of it. And the Fews too, 
though they daily turned over the leaves of the Pro« 
phets, which pointed out in part thoſe Glorious Diſ- 
coveries of the Secrets of God, which were tobe made 
in the times of the _— _ ſo RO and 
wrought upon by the ſuggeſtions of a groſs Fancy , 
and p. Mrnndad hr 4 that aciches the pac 
and punQual fulfilling of thoſe Propheſies, even in 
their minuteſt Circumſtances, nor continued Miracles 
wrought before their Eyes, the higheſt and moſt ra- 
tional grounds of Credibility,could prevail upon them 
to admit a Doftrine, which was ſo much above their 
mean apprehenſion of things, and ſeemed: to thwart 
and croſs and contradict thoſe Fooliſh 7dea's and 
Childiſh Fancies, wherewith they had fo long pleaſed 

themſelves. 
The World was now to be Inſtructed with a better 
and more Heavenly Dottrine, and all juſt motives of 
perſwaſton. 
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- perſiwaſion were uſed and propoſed to fatisfie thejr 


Reaſon, and to work them up to- a full belief of :t, 
enough to lay the whole blame of their Infidelity np- 
on themſelves. The Will of God was Revealed by 
Chriſt in plain and eaſie Propoſitions, without the 
leaſt Ambiguity : And the Authority wherewith they 
were propoſed, rendred them Intallible; for how 
could they well doubt of, or deny the truth of a 
Dot&trine, which they ſaw atteſted and confirmed by 
Omnipotence ? 

The ground then of our Faith is the Revelation of 
God by Chriſt, My Dofrine is not mine, ſays our 
Bleſſed Saviour, but his that ſent me, St. John 7. 16. 
And #He that ſent-me is true, and I ſpeak to the World 
thoſe things which I have heard of him, St. John 8.26. 
And as my Father hath taught me, [I yur theſe things, 
v.28, All things that I have heard of my Father, I 
have made knows unto you, Chap. 15. v.15. And I 
have given unto them the words which thou gaveſt me, 
and they have received them, Chap. 17. v. 8. Heis 
the Author and Finiſher of oar Faith: He it is, who 
Commiſſioned his Apoſtles to Publiſh the Doftrine 
which he firſt taught, from him, and in his Name, 
to go about the World, and make Profelytes to his 
Religion, and Proclaim the Saving Virtues and Me- 
rits of his Croſs, and the Glories of his ReſurreCtion. 
And what one of the number ſays concerning the In- 
ſtitution and Celebration of the Bleſſed Sacrament of 
the Body and Blood of our Lord, 1 Cor. 11.23. 7 
have received of the Lord that which T have delivered 
fo you, is to be-faid of the whole complexion and 
comprehenſion of the Articles of Faith. This was 
their Profeſſion, whereſoever they went; there was 
no mixture of their own Fancy and Invention in 

the 
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the caſe;-( a) they were Infallibly ſecured frontthe (-)$c.jchn r4. 
leaft- Error in their Doctrine by the Guidance of 25 & Ch. 16. 
Gods Spirit; That which was from the beginning, \'$, Joke (t+8. 
which they had heard, which they had ſeen with their 

Eyes, and which they had looked upon, and their hands 

had handled concerning the Word of Life, they decla- 

red, and nothing elſe: (4) That is, they ſpake no» (þ) wor ni 
thing concerning Chriſt, either his Perſon or his #i/ ex nofro 
Do&trine, but what they were Infallibly aſſured of, 7% 1 
what they had heard Chri/f ſay, and declare to be his  cligere, 
Will, and what they had ſeen him do. ns  — 
induxerit. Apoſtolos Domini habemus auftores, qui nec ipſi quicquam ex ſus arbitrio, quod 
inducerent,elegerunt ; ſed acceptam 4 Chriſto Diſciplinam fideliter nationibus adſignaverunt. 
Tertullianus de Preſcripti : harer. Cap. 6. Expeadite preſertbimus adalteris noſtris, illam- 


eſſe regulam veritatus, que veniat a Chriſto, tranſmiſſa per comites ipſius, quib1u aliquants- 
poſteriores diverſs iſti Commentatores probabuntur. Apologet. Cap. 47. 


The Foundation: of Faith being thus eſtabliſhed, T 
ſhall hence deduce theſe following Concluſions. 

I. That no Doctrine can or ought to be propoſed- 
as an Article of Faith, but what Chr:/t has revealed, 
and what the Apoſtles from him have declared in- 
their Preaching, and in-their Writings. | 

2. ,That ſince the times of the Apoſtles, and the 
Sealing up the Canon of Scripture, no new Doftrine 
_ - ought to be added, as Eſſential to the Chri/ſtiare 

aith. 

3- That it is not in.the Power of the Church in 
general, much leſs of any particular Church, of what 
denomination ſoever, to lay down any Doctrine, as 
neceſſary to be believed in order to Salvation,but what 
is expreſly Revealed, or clearly deduced out of the 
Writings of the New Teſtament, and was acknow-- 
ledged inthe firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 
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r. That no Doctrine can or ought to be propoſed, 

2s an Article of Faith, but what Chriſt has Revealed, 

and what the Apoſtles from him have declared in their 
Preaching, and in their Writings. 

All Articles of Faith relying upon the Revelation 
of God by Chriſt, as we cannot deny ſuch a Teſtimo- 
ny,which God has given of his Son, without making him 
a Lyar, as St. John ſpeaks, firſt Epiſt. 5th. Chap. 
toth., ver. So nothing more can be required of us, 
than to believe that, and that only, as neceſſary and 
with a Divine Faith, which he has been pleaſed to 

(a) Hnc tibi Reveal: (a) Becauſe what he has thought fit to 
4. 5 "5 Communicate of the Mind and Will of God, in Or- 
(Chriftus) qui der to the conſtituting a Church upon Earth, and 
fe men wut o  bringingus to Heaven,muſt needs be judged ſufficient 
9uam quod z1- 45 it 18 indeed moſt ſufficient,to effeCt this double end. 
fliruir, idec; Now, becauſe Chriſt did not leave behind him a 
ne. 1p... Syſtem or Body of Articles in Writing, ( moſt of 
ſcript. Cap.1o. Which refer to himſelf, that is, as well to that won- 
derful 5-wowie, or Diſpenſation and *29x&- mailde, as 
the Greek Fathers call it, and ſo comprehending his 
Conception and Birth, and the ſeveral Ads of his 
Life, and his laſt Sufferings; as that He was Con- 
ceived by the ZZoly Ghoſt, Born of a pure and ſpotleſs 
Virgin, did ſuch and ſuch ſtupendious Miracles, Suf- 
fered by way of Atonement and Expiation forthe 
Sins of the whole World ; roſe again trom the Dead, 
and aſcended Bodily into Heaven, and the like, as to 
the Seacyiz, or tranſcendent Excellencies of the Divine 
Nature; as that Ze us the only Begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of the Father before all Worlds, and God of 
the ſame Subſtance with the Father,and the like, which 
were to be the Fundamentals of his Religion ) but 
left the buſineſs of propagating a Church, which he 


had 
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had Founded by his Blood, to his Apoſ#les, to them 
we are to have recourſe, ('o) as to the Infallible Re- 
lators of his Mind and Will 

Here then is to be the Tryal of a Dofrine propo- 
ſed to us, as a Matter of Faith. Is it any where to 
be found in the Diſcourſes of our Bleſſed Savionr, pre- 
ſerved in the Hiſtory of the Goſpels ? Did the "_ 
teach it their firſt Converts?Is it agreeable to,or found- 
ed upon true Apoſtolick Tradition 2 Is this Tradition 
un-interrupted, and derived down pure from the firſt 
Ages of the Church ? Was it received univerſally by 
the whole number of Chri/t:ans in their time 2 Is it 
any where to be met with in their Writings, either 
inexpreſs terms, or by a juſt, and clear, and neceſſary 
conſequence? For though the DoQrine of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion was Preach'd and received before any 
word of the New Teſtament was Penned ; yet to ſay, 
the Apoſtles taught many Points of DoQrine, which 
they did not put down in Writing, and much more, 
ſuch Points,as I overthrow and deſtro 
the plain ſenſe and letter of the Text,is a very ———_ 
leſs and ſcandalous Suppoſition : And befides,the in- 
jury done to the Scriptures, which contain in themall 
Points neceſſary to be believed, is confuted by the Au- 
thors of it, who pretend to fetch Proofs of their fan- 
ſied tenents out of them : There having been that 
great Veneration thewn to the Inſpired Writings in all 
Ages, that Hereticks, and other kind of Innovators 
have choſen rather to bend and warp the Scripture,and 
pervert its true ſenſe and meaning in favour of their 
tenents, than not ſeem to have the Countenance of its 
Authority. = 

2. That fince the times of the Apoſtles, and the 
Sealing up of the Canon ; Scripture,no New Doctrine 

cat 
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cart or ought to be added as Eſſential to the Chrifian 
Religion. | 

For all which is Eſſential to the Faith was delivered 
by the Apoſtles to the Church at firſt, otherwiſe the 
Rule of Faith had been imperfect, and would have 
had ſomething wanting to 1ts completion, to be — 4 
plyed in after-times ; which is ro caſt a flur and a ble- 
miſh upon thoſe firſt of Chriſtianity, which 
were fully Inſtrufted in all things fit and neceſſary for 


Chriſtians to know and believe by the Apoſtles them- 


ſelves, without the ſtamp of whoſe Authority no 
DoQrine could be Authentick. For what ever was 
believed as neceſſary, derived only from rhem, as the 
Inſtruments, which Chrif made uſe of to eonvey his 
Doftrine to the World; which they did fully, and 
carefully, and ſucceſsfully by the mighty aids of his 
irit, according to the truſt repoſed in them. They 
bliſh'd the belief of the Chrif:an Religion in the 
hearts of the Faithful : They concealed nothing of the 
mind and will of God. Churches were formed and 
modelled according to their diretionand command ; 
and Ep3ſcopa! Government with the inferiour and ſub- 
ordinate Orders ſettled for the better preſervation of 
Unity and Communion. The Faith of Chriſt was 
Er and acknowledged, as they taught and de- 
_ it. Their Writings were _y them, ex- 
_—__ in all things with what they had 
Preach) : and? he 4 
the will of Chriſt, Regiſtred by vheir Pens, to direct 
all ſucceeding Generations of Chriſtians in their be» 
lief, and in their pra&iſe. After their Deceaſe no. 


new Revelation was to be expeRted, only a delivering 


down of the fame Apoſftolical DoQrine to after-ages, 
in which rhe Faith, nay, the Curioſity of all Chrifttans 
ought to acquieſce. 3- That 


were to be the ſtanding Monuments of 
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3- That i is got ip the Power of the Church an 
general, much leſs of any particular Church, of what 
denomination ſoever, to lay dowa any Doctrine, .as 

neceſſary to be-believed in order to Salvation, but 

what is expreſly revealed, or clearly deduced out.of 

the writings of the New Teſtament, and was ackaow- 

ledged in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. For if fo, 

they muſt .pretend to the ſame mg and pro- 

duce clear and-convidtive Evidences of ſuch Revela- 

tions to. make them credible, and lay an Qbligation 

upon the Conſciences of all Chriſtians to.receive thair 
Propoſitions under.the grievous penalty of otherwiſe 
diſobeying the voice and will of God. This dotage 
4ndeed. Moxtanus, and ſuch kind of Exthufiaſts, have 
| been-guilty of : But their pretenſions were rejeQed as 
dreams of folly, ariſing trom mif-interpretations of 
. Scripture, .as if there were to be new .Revelations 

made.in after-timesby way of ſuper-addition and,ſyp- 

plement, (into which errors they were led. by their 

pride and conceitednefs, and an ill habit 8nd temper 
-of, body ).and.the Authority of the Scriptures, -and 
the Przſcription.of the precedent Ages were ,juſtl 

objected inſt .them. (c) All. that the Churcl| (c) See Fin- 
can:pretend to is only.this, not to define and-make a 7 141i 
new Article of Faith, but only to declare what before os creating 
wasrevealed and acknowledged, though not ſo clearly of this Argu- 
underſtood, till the.iniquity of the times made it ne- C— a” 
ceſlary for the. Church in a. geaeral Council to inter- his Commons- 
poſe. her Authority in the determination of Contro- i 
verſics of Faith. And where this pretence is true, her 
Authority ought to be ſubmitted to, -and herPropo- 

fals embraced : .That is, if the Doctrine propoſed be 

the .juſt and natural reſult of. an Article of Faith ex- 
.preſly revealed in. the SE_ and underſtood - 
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that manner, and acknowledged as ſuch by the firſt 
Chriſtians, Contemporaries and Succeflors of the 4- 
poſtles, and conſtantly received from that time down- 
ward by the generality of Chriſtians. For the oppo- 
ſition of a few after the firſt and general reception of 
a neceſſary truth is not conſiderable; who through 
prejudice, or out of deſign to raiſe troubles in the 
Church, or out of Ambition to be the Chiefs of a 
Faction, or through a pretended diſſatisfaction at the 
Myſteriouſneſs of it, or _— wantonneſs of Wit 
and Humour, have been ſo obſtinate, as not only to 
refuſe to make the ſame acknowledgment, but to. 
maintain the contrary with violence. | 
To all which, that is, to Scripture, Apoſtolick | 
Tradition, and univerſal conſent, the Fathers Aſſem- 
bled inthe four firſt General Councils had regard in 
their determinations againſt the Hereticks of their 
time. They only fixt what was Catholick Doftrine, 
and what was believed in the Ages before they were 
born. They founded their Declarations upon Scrip- 
ture and univerſal Tradition: And to filefice all Diſ- 
putes, and to prevent Schiſm, and to dire their own 
and after-times in-the beliet and underſtanding of the 
great Myſteries of Faith, they reduced the Doctrine | 
of it, as it lyes ſcattered in-ſeveral parts of Scripture, 
into a form of plain and intelligible words, and en- 
larged themſelves in the explication 
(#) TiTo x; br meliges idiuar, of it, as we ſhall feeanon: (a) It 
ky. L if 5m wear # qonggyy being the very ſame Faith which the | 
dotus Ancyranus #n expoſitione fym- Apoſtles Preach'd 5 and which the 
boli Niczru Rome 8. 1669 Speak- Gorintures hold out to us. All theiy 
ing of the Union of the two Natures 4 
in the fingle Perſon of Chriſt,pag.26. Amnathema's are founded upon that of 
St.Paul, Gal. 1. 8,9. Though we or an | 
Angel from Heaven Preach any other Goſpel anto you, = 
then 
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then what we have Preached unto you, let him be ac- 
curſed. If any Man Preach any other Goſpel unto you, 
than that you have received, let him be accurſed. And 
if there cannot be another Goſpel, there cannot be 
another Faith: The Goſpel being the Revelation of 
God by Chrift,. and that Revelation full and made but 
once inthe days of his fleſh, Whatever therefore the 
Church believes or propoſes to be believed, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be unded upon ſuch a Revelation; and 
conſequently, that Doctrine, if it be of Faith, muſt 
Originally derive from Chri/# and his Apoſtles ; the 
Doctrine of Faith being nothing elſe but what Ze and 
They from Him have delivered, and conſequently, 
one and the ſame, yeſterday, to day, and for ever : That 
is, in. all Ages. Now, into the Unity of this Faith, 
and wherein 1t conſiſts, I ſhall enquire, in the next 
place, which brings me to 

The ſecond Propoſition, That the @nity of Faith 
only reſpects the Fundamentals of the Chriſtzan Re- 

10N. | : 
wy order to the clearing of which, I will premiſe 
theſe two things : 

1. That there was a form of words containing a 
brief Summary of the Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion in the Apoſtles times. This feems to be pre- 
ſuppoſed in- the writings of the New Teſtament, and 
molt probably may be the ſame with the Uml/nwas Tov 
Uncuver]wy avuv, Or form of ſound words, which St. Paul 
adviſes Timothy to. hold faſt, 2 Epiſt. 1.13. and the 
nga" mecaxg]adien, or the good depoſitum or Dottrine com- 
. mitted to his truſt ; which undoubtedly refers to the 

rounds and fundamentals of Chriſtianity, purely and 
abſtra&tedly conſidered as. the rule of Faith, to which 


he was preciſely to adhere againſt all the noiſe and 
clamonrs. 


( ©) But of 
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clamours of vain and idly-curious talkers, and the 
contradictions of the Gnoſticks, ( the Hereticks of 
that Age, who not content with the expreſs and plain 
Revelations of the Goſpel, pretended to higher and 
greater degrees 'and meaſures of Divine knowledge ) | 
as is plain from 1 79.6.20. O Timothy, keep that 
which is committed to thy truſt, avoiding profane and 
vain bablings, and oppofitions of Science, falſly ſo cal- 
led: Tt being 'moſt agreeable iin the nature of the 
thing, if there were no places of Scripture to coun- 
tenance-and-make out the ſuppoſition, that 'the Apo- 
ſtles ſhould, for the uſe of the new Converts, put the 
neceſſary Articles of Faith together intocertain heads 
of Diſcourſe, and that to theſe they ſhould refer asto | 
a Rule, Gal. 6. 16.Phil. 3.16. as to a formof\Dottrine, | 
Rom. 6. 17. as 'to the firſt Principles of the Oracles of 
God, Heb.5. 12. as to the Principles of the Doitrine of 
Chriſt, Heb. 6. 1. and as fo the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints, Judev. 3. Allwhich feveral circumlocu- 
tions are expreſſive of the fame thing, and _—— 

ally 


thoſe Dofrines, whatſoever they were, univer 
taught, and as univerſally acknowledped und 're- 
"ceived. 

But .('o) whether this formbe the ſame withthat, 


this ſeeth® AP- qyhich bears'the name of the Apoſtes'Creed, (which 


pendix. 


litdonbtedly m'the:main- is very ancient, :and-moſt 
"probably as ancient agtheir'time ; the Church; in-ſuc- 
-ceeding Apes indeed, 'fo ſerveand maintain'the inte- 

reſts and neceſſities of Religion againſt the innovati- | 
ons and aſſaults of 'Hereſie, adding ſeveral claufesand 
expreſſions to it ) is ndt/here to be diſputed at large. 
Bur however this is certain, that long beforethe times 
of the Councilat Nice there was a Confeſſion of Faith 
in uſeamong Chriſtians as the Standard of Catholick 
| | verity, 
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verity, as is demonſtrable from the Teſtimonies of 

Frenaus, Tertubian, and others: which Creed (o) (s) Sciendum 
(though there might be ſome variation of expreſtion ;;, Aur ap 
init, that is, ( 00 ) might be more contrached or ga- one [mbo/s 
hrged at different times, yet agreeing in the main as 7,77 
tothe ſenſe and wording too of moſt of the Articles ) ſcenic ad in- . 
being of general uſage, and of great Authority, de- /#74 7 Sedne- 
riving neither the one nor the other from the Canon 710 5obe- 
or Decree of any Council, it may more than probably «- kic ſerme. 


be ſuppoſed from the ſpreading and univerſal reception j/* 097m ver” 
of it in the Churches of the Eaf and WW eſt 3 and from ur eſſe in eo, 
the general filence of its firſt eſtabliſhment, that it 919 pair 


was delivered down from tho very firſt Ages, as ha» us 


ving the Apoſtles for its Authors. | (00) Rufinus 
Presbyter Ec- 


clefie Aquileienſis in expoſfitione ſymboli Apoſtolici, Prinſquam incipiam de ipſis ſerma- 
num virtutibus difputare, illud non importune commonendum Pute, quod in diverſis Eccle- 
fits aliqua in bu yerbu inveniuntun adjefia. In Eccleſia tamen Urbis Romz hoc yon de- 
prebenditur fatfum. Quad ego propterea efſe arbitror, quod neque hereſis ula illic ſumpſit 
exordium : Et mos inibi ſervatur antiquus, eds qui gratian baptiſm ſuſcepturiſunt publice,id 
eft fdelium populo gudiente, fymbolum reddere : Et ugique adjeftionem bujug ſaltem ſermons 
gorum gui preceſſtrunt in fide, nou admittit augitus. In cater gutem locis, quantum in- 
velligi datur, propter nonnullos hereticos addita quadam widentur, yer que navele dyfring 


ſenſus erederetur exclud;. 


Againft this if it be objeed, that if fucha Creed 
had been extant at that time, the ſame reſpe& and 
reverence would have been given to.it as ta their other 
writings, and conſequently that there would have 
been no addition nor alteration of it, much leſs any 
new form, as the Nicene may ſeem to be, framed and 
introduced, as if the other had: been defective, it 
may be fully and fatisfaRorily replyed, that whoſo- 
ever conſiders the eſtate of the Church in the Sourh- 
ern parts of the Empire; (p) that is, in Zgype and (2) YEufebi- 
Litya, and Thebais, under Conſtantive, how it was i - _— 
rent and torn, and the diſſolution of its very Being Li. 3. Cap. 4. 
threatn 
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threatned by the new and blaſphemous Opinions of 
Arius and his numerous followers, he will quickly 
find, that the Fathers, who were conven'd at Nice 
to put a ſtop to thoſe Commotiens, and allay the fury. 
of the Tempeſt, which began to ſhake the foundatt- 
ons of the Governmear as well as of Religion, lay 
under a neceſlity of fencing about the hitherto uncon- 
tradifted and eitgbliſhed Doctrine of Chriſtianity with 
a larger and more explicite form of Words, retaining 
for the moſt part ( though with ſome little interpo- 
lation referring to the Arian controverſies, which 
they hoped to put an end to this way ) the old form, 
which Euſebius, Biſhop of Ceſarea in Paleſtine, pre- 
ſented the Emperour and that Council, as having re- 
ceived it from the Biſhops his Predeceſſors, and which 
himſelf and the Catechumeni were firſt taught, and 
(4) Epipha- profeſt at their Baptiſm ; and by theſe means (9) ad- 
nins i= 62" ding a Commentary andexplication of what was more 
mm. "An Cloſely couch'd in the Apoſtolical form, which they 
ev n i515 - did not pretend to alter, but to draw forth in its full 


PPE M1 - 

for Ama: MCaning and conſequence. 
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For it was not enough for the Arzans to fay, which 
1s the Plea of the Socznians at this day, that they 
acknowledge the Apoſtles Creed, and are willing to 
ſubſcribe to it, unleſs at the ſame'time they will ad- 
mit the full ſenſe of the words with the ſeveral pro- 
poſitions, that are neceſſarily included in them, as 
they are and have been underſtood by the Catholick 
Church from the firſt times of Chriſtianity, For if 
they pretend to ſay, they believe Chri/t to be the 
only begotten Son of God in a private ſenſe of their 
| . own, 
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own, to the prejudice of his God-head, that is, if they 

will not for all this believe him to be God, begotten of 

his Father before all Worlds, but fancy there was a 

time, when he was not, and ſo make him a Creature, 

though the moſt glorious and pertect of all the Crea- 

tion, and ſo deny him to be of the ſame ſubſtance 

with the Father ; what is this but to deſtroy the Faith 

of Chriſt, which is built upon this Foundation, to 

make a mock-profeſlion of Faith, to retain the Apo- 

ſtles words only, and deny in the mean while the 

truth of the Do&rine, which they. were intended to 

eſtabliſh? And ſo afterward when the Hereſie of 
Macedonius brake out, threatning new troubles, and 
diſtracting the minds of the People with their Blaf- 

phemous Novelties. ( a) The Article concerning (a) v. Theo- 
the Holy Ghoſt was enlarged by the Aſſeſſors of the forum Ancy- 
firſt General Council held at Conſtantinople under Theo- poſit. ſmb.Nicc 
dofius the Emperor ; by which enlargement all good pag. 88. Er 
Chriſtian Pcople were to be eſtabliſh'd in the belief j77/4rom , 
of the Catholick DoCtrine, declared fo to be, accord- roxcifce haberi 


: . : i+1 folitam in librs 
ing to Scripture and Univerſal Tradition. gy dar 


Roman. pag. 35.--- Secundum Conſtantinopolitanum adeque Sanfum; certum quoque quin - 
quaginta Patrum Concilium ſub Imperialis memorie majore Theodoſio, in Regiam Urbem 
concurrens, quod ſymbolo deeſſe putabatur expoſuit, & gratia Sprritus Sanfi in luſtrante, 
Deum eſſe Spiritum Santum, Patrique & filio, utpore conſubſtantialem, coadorandum ax- 
next, 


By theſe mighty Arguments they convinced the 
Hereticks, and juſtly ſubje&ted them to the Puniſh- 
ment which their refra@orineſs and guilt deſerved. 
They ſettled the Peace of the Church, and ſecured 
the Faith from the like aſſaults in after-times. Their 
Creed was the Teſt by which they diſcerned Truth 
from Hereſie, and it was received and acknowledged 

D as 
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(4) Athara- 25 ſuch, ( 5") by all the Orthodox Chriſtians in the 
6us Ez1ſ0l8 as Churches of Greece, the leſſer Afta, Syria, and Fgypr, 
Joviaanum - and taught the Catechument as a nece ” qualification 
OT 


\< . . 
Fl Of ne Of their admiſſion into the number of the Faithful, 


Nicene Creed, which is the true reaſon that the other ſhort form, 
” er © Which had been in uſe hitherto ( the ſum and ſub- 


OILS ſtance of it with all its neceſſary deduCtions bei 
ciay «dies transfuſed into this) began to be dif-uſed, and in pro- 


5 © wev3- Cels of time wholly omitted and left out of their Li- 


wry. And 2 turgies. Whereas at Rome, and in the other Churches 


lire atr,,s Of the Weſt, where thoſe Controverſies about matters 
d1Gris ur x3- Of Faith, which had exerciſed the Wits and Curioſi- 
evo, ties of the Orientals,(whoſe prying and reſtleſs Genius 
TWy Ne 01 &y | 4 + p 

Niaie ovrsx- drove them upon thoſe ſubrilties ) never were admit- 


66J&5 ©b- ted, or made no conſiderable progreſs among them ; 


| * 11 ag. 2 they continued conſtant and ſteddy in the profeſſion of 

« wy x«- the Ancient Faith, and therefore ſtuck to, and retain- 
_—_— « ed the old form of words, as they are ſumm'd up in 
$12 2 the Creed, which we call the Apoſtles, with ſome 
xayciea.--- little addition, and needed not a larger explication. 
bn gore An- 6 , * ” 5 8&2 As 

an. dxublbweros raVelmig mva vavord pag. 30. G5 xerevay grrnoTeus bh mas 6 - 
+; ixliorws mauTys marnmayuere poorey =p. 31. Si quis hanc fidem non habet, Ca- 
tholicus dici non poteſt; quia Catholicam non tenet fidem, &r ided aliens eft & profanus, & 
adverſus weritaters rebellis. V. Fidem S. Ambroſii apud Lambec, Lib. 2, Comment. de. 
Bibl. Czfar, Cap. 5. p. 268. 


(o) S.Leo#n 2- Tt follows from this, that (0) the DoGtrine of 
Jommme23-9% Faith muſt neceſſarily be one and the ſame every 
zare Domixa Where, according to the aſſertion of the Text : It 
Iv. Nie uns was the common Faith, Tit. 1.4. not appropriated to 
«ff fides non eft. . . G 
any particular Sect; but it lay in common, and open 
toall : The whole Faith, that 1s, fo much as was ne- 
ceſlary to denominate them true: Believers, was re- 
ceived by all without any difterence in the main points 
of it. For how could it be otherwiſe while they ad-. 


hered 
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hered ſo cloſe to the Dofrine of the Apoſtles, who 
all Preach'd the fame Faith in:the moſt diſtant parts 
of the World, between which there could not poſlibly 
be, as the times ſtood then, that is, before the Po- 
larity or directive vertue of theLoad-ſtone was known, 
any communication or intercourſe? There was a 
perfet agreement and harmony of Confeſſions a- 
mong all who had embraced the Doctrine of Chriſtiae 
»ity, The Chriſtians here in Britain believed no 
otherwiſe than thoſe at Feraſa/em, and thoſe in /ndia, 
whom St. Thomas Converted, and all who lived in 
the intermediate ſpaces between thoſe two vaſtly di- 
ſtant extreams, which were the boundaries of the 
then known World, exactly agreeing with both. 
Though they differed in Language, Cuſtoms, Laws, 
Behaviour, and way of Living, and were under dif- 
ferent Goveraments, yet they all held the ſame thing: 
Which Argument is excellently handled by Ireneus , 
in his 1/f. Book, 3d. Chap. adv. Hereſes. There 
cannot be a more convictive ent of the truth 
of the ſenſe of the Articles of Faith, which the 
Hereticks reje&, than the profeſſion of them in all 
Churches of the World. For how came this univer- 
{al Conſent eſtabliſh'd, but from the ſoundneſs of the 
DotQtrine, and the Authority of its firſt Publiſhers? 
Among that great variety of Opinions, which pre- 
vailed every where, there were certain eſſential points 
of Faith, wherein they were all unanimous, and ſo 
long as they were held and maintained, a liberty of 
Judgment and Opinion was allowed in leſſer matters, 
witneſs thoſe Ancient forms before-mentioned, long 
before the Civil Power took the Chriſtian Religion in- 
to its protettion ; which whoſoever admitted and pro- 
tefſed, was received into their Communion. So that 

D 2 from 


(20) 


from this 2nity of Faith, which was received every 
where by the whole number of Chriſtians, except 
ſome obſtinate Heretical Diſſenters, who werea ſmall 
and inconſiderable Party at firſt, in compariſon of the 
(o) Conftan- reſt, the Chriſtian Church was ſtyled ( 9) Catholick, 
ine, ntusLet- or Univerſal, juſt as the great Ocean is one and the 
Churches con- fame, though it receives particular denominations 
cerning the Ni- from the ſeveral ſhores which it waſhes, as the Brit- 
9 Cornet, iſh, Cantabrian, Atlantick, and the like, and not 
wits ipf:4.lib. from any pretended ſubjection to one Sovereign Pa- 
3;.ap. 18, or: And the word: Catholick became another name 
»e8cauxirevr; for Orthodox ; and the Biſhops afterwards ſubſcribed 
excanciay B:- themſelves Biſhops of the Cazholick Church of ſuch a 
- 12 ai place, as founded on the Doctrine of Chrift and his 
es ms 5 Apoſtles, Univerſally received throughout the World, 
poqss 77+ and by vertue of the ſame Faith in Communion with 
ON dens all Chriſtians. : 
513 Tvevuzr, Upon theſe two Suppoſitions I ſhall lay down thefe 
Beata], bei following Propoſitions : That, 
Guan) aes 1. Diverſity of Opinions in- matters of Religion 
| of leſs moment- does not} interrupt and diflolve the 
@nity of Faith. 

Opinions ariſe either from want of Evidence in 
the things themſelves, which cauſes a fluctuation and 
unſettlement in the mind, as not knowing where to 
fix and reſt ;. to which we yield a wavering kind of 
aſſent, more or leſs, according to greater or leſſer de- 
grees of Probabilities; or elſe from the weakneſs of 
the underſtanding, which not being able to take a 
comprehenſive view of things, and reſolve them-into 
their firſt Principles and Original Cauſes; or for 
want of a ſure Foundation, whether of Nature or Rea- 
ſon, or Authority, or Revelation, takes up with Ar- 
guments and.motives-of aflens, which fall ſhort- of 


certainty, 
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certainty, and which cannot quiet the mind, and ſe- 
cure it from all ſuſpicion and fear of the contrary. 
And indeed conſidering the great variety of mens 
tempers and complexions, Education and Intereſts ; 
and the greater or lefler degrees of Knowledge, In- 
duſtry, Curioſity, and the like ; there is a Moral im- 
poſſibility, that Opinions ſhould be one and the ſame. 
And where God has left a liberty, no Power upon 
Earth can oblige the Conſcience and Underſtanding. 
to: admit them any otherwiſe than as Opinions; 
That is, either as true in their kind, but far tromthe 
Infallibility of Divine Revelations; or as pie credi- 
bilia: Or as means and inſtruments of Agreement 
and Uniformity in Judgment, to prevent Schiſm and 
Confuſion; ſo as yet no one particular Church ſhall 
preſcribe to another, but leave each to its-liberty of 
ſecuring their peace and quiet by what Confeſſions 
they judge beſt tor that end; and nothing be impoſed 
as a matter of Doctrine, which thwarts the Ancient 
Chriſtian DoErine and the Catholick Tradition of the. 
Church. 

2. All truths are not fundamental and neceſſary to 
be believed with the fame firmmeſs of aſſent: For ſe- 
veral Propoſitions may be true and uſeful, and yet not 
neceſſary and eſſential to the Faith-; the ignorance or 
diſ-belief of which does not throw a man out of the 
Communion of the Church, The neglect of this di- 
ſtin&ion has been one great cauſe of the troubles and 
turmoils of Chriſtendom, whillt fierce and eager Dif- 
putants have been engaged in the detence ot ſeveral 
tenents, which have no neceſſary.dependance on the 
Do&rine of Faith, and which are not-determined in - 
the Scriptures, and by reaſon of their difficulty, and 


the various apprehenſions and prejudices of men not 
| like- 
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like ever to be fully and fatisfatorily decided ; and 
which indeed are but niceties and trifling ſubtilties 
in compariſon ; while they put a greater value upon 
them than the nature and matter of them will bear ; 
and whilſt they Sacrifice Unity and the Peace of the 
Church, and the grand and real concerns of Religion 
to Paſſion and Humour. 

3. Much leſs are doubtful Conſequences and Philo- 
ſophical Opinions to be admitted and reckoned in the 
number of Fundamentals. At firſt certainly, and for 
ſeveral Ages together, there was no great labtilry re- 
quired in order to be a good Chriſtian. The Infſtity- 
tions of Chriſtianity were not Laborious and per- 
plext : Nothing was required but a firm aſlent of the 
mind to a few Propoſitions, whoſe matter indeed 
was Myſterious, but what had the higheſt ground of 
Credibility to make the aſſent to them juſt and ratio- 
nal; but when once a bold Curioſity, and an unlaw- 
ful, and an over-affeted ſubtilty made men depart 

(p) Theedgris (gp) from the ſimplicity of Faith, and Religion, in- 
SO ſtead of being the Rule of Life and Diſcipline, be- 
his time---- Came an Art ot Diſputing ; and Scripture and Anti- 
—_—_— . quity no longer made the Judges of Controverſies, but 
Tolnouy |£s 70 . 
uv, 35 EVErY Mans particular Reaſon, though never ſo much 
Lat byaſled and perverted by the pug Eſlions of fancy, 
_ 45, andby the heat and influence of his Paſſions; then 
mv «nome Articles of Faith began to multiply, and every nicety 
Pe 7: and far-fetch'd conſequence was called by that name, 
and Magiſterially impoſed, and the Philoſophy of 
Ariſtotle and Plato was brought in to their aſliſtance, 
till the ſubſtance of Chri/tiaity was even loſt in the 
Quarrel, and the very Foundations of it undermined, 
and Faith ſwallowed up in wantonneſs of Wit, and 
Peace ſhut out of the World by Fattion and —_— 
The 


(23) 
The reſult was, that they were the worſe Chriſtians ;- 
more talkative and curious perhaps, but leſs ſtrict 
and Religious, and Charitable ; nay, leſs knowing 
than they were before they let looſe the Reins to their 
fancy, and leapt over thoſe boundaries which God 
and the Church had ſer. 

4. Whatſoever was not Fundamental in the Apoſtles 
time, cannot be ſo now. It it be a true way of de-- 
fining an Article of Faith, that it was revealed by 
Chriſt to the Apoſtles, and as ſuch, impoſed by them 
upon their Proſelyzes, without the embracing of 
which they could not be Chriſtians ; and that it 1s to 
be found in the writings which they left behind them, 
either expreſly or by neceſſary conſequence: Then the 
contrary alſo, that is, whatſoever is not found in 
their writings, either dire&tly, or by juſt and neceſ- 
fary conſequence, and was not propoſed to the firſt 
Believers, cannot be Fundamental ; and conſequently 
no one is bound to believe any Doctrine, but what was 
then revealed, and afterward acknowledged by the. 
Catholick Church ; and what-ever propoſal is made by 
the Church, is no farther to be believed, than as it 1s 
conſonant to the Scripture and the DofQtrine of the 
Apoſtles; this declaration not being of it ſelf ſuffici- 
ent to make an Article of Faith, butas it is founded 
upon Scripture and Apoſtolica! Authority, How had 
the Peace of Chriſtendom been ſtill preſerved, if theſe 
Rules had been followed and keptin after-ages? That 
is, if new Opinions, whereof ſome are very dange-- 
rous, to which the Chriſtian Church was a ſtranger 
for ſeveral Centuries of Years, and all uncertain at 
the beſt, if meer fancies, to which Superſtition and 
Ignorance have given Birth; and it the nicetics and 
ſabeileies of the Schools, and things impoſlible to be 

throughly 


(24) 


throughly known, and matters of meer ſpeculation, 
that tend to the diſſervice of Rehgion, and do not 
flow in the leaſt from its Principles, had not been 
adopted Articles and Points of Faith, (all which we 
juſtly object to the Church of Rome) and made ne- 
cellary conditions of Communion. How might we 
have adored before the ſame Altars, and goxe together 
to the Houſe of God as Friends ; and have been parta- 
kers of the Myſteries of the Body and blood of our 
Saviour, it they had not determined the manner of 
the preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, and brought 
in a new Doctrine, which contradicts the whole 
circle of Sciences, and the ſenſe and experience of all 
mankind ; and tyed all others to believe an unnatu- 
ral ſenſe of the words of the /»/?iution 2 making the 
differences irreconcileable by their Trent Canons, and 
ſhutting out all poſſible hope of Peace, till God ſhall 
open the eyes oft the Chriſtian Princes of that Com- 
munion to ſee the fallacies and cheats of the Court, and 
the errors and corruptions of the Church of Rome, 
to call a free and truly General Counc/l, to debate the 
difterences which are now on foot, to the great ſcan- 
dal of Chriſtianity, upon the Principles of Scripture, 
Primitive Antiquity, and genuine Apoſtolical Tra- 
dition, and which conſiderations of Worldly Intereſt 
and Grandeur keep up ; this being the only way left 
to reſtore Unity to the divided Catholick Church. 

"Tis the glory as well as happineſs of the Church 
oi England, that the Rites ſhe uſes in her Religious 
Worſhip are decent and Solemn, and every way ſer- 
ving the purpoſes of Religion ; that her Goverment 
is Apoſtolical, that her eſtabliſhed Liturgy 1s accord- 
ing to the Primitive Standard, and which no wiſe 
and good man can juſtly be offended at, unleſs per- 
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(25) 
chance, he thinks this a juſt reaſon, becauſe it is a ſet 
form ; that ſhe holds nothing as neceſſary and eſſen- 
tial to Faith, but what was held fo in the firſt Ages of 
the Church, and can be proved out of the Scriptures ; 
that ſhe rejeAs no Tradition that can prove it ſelf to 
be Apoſtolical; that the receives the Articles of the 
Catholick Faith, held Anciently for ſuch, in their 
received ſenſe, and as they are laid down in the three 
Creeds, and admits all, who receive them, into her 
Communion; that her determinations of Opinions in 
her Articles are modeſt, and far from the high-flown 
pretence of Infallibility, and deſigned as an Inftru- 
ment of Union; that ſhe is willing to communicate 
with Chriſtians of what denomination ſoever, where 
the terms of the Communion are Lawful, ſoas it may 
be done without ſin, without prejudice to truth, 
and the Fundamentals of Church Government confirm- 
ed by univerſal Practiſe and Canons of Councils, and 
without violating the Rights and Priviledges of the 
Catholick Church, as well as her own in particular. 
* Let the Romaniſts ſingle out any one of her profeſſed 
Tenents, which ſhe holds as eſſential to Faith, and 
neceſſary to Salvation, which is not exaQtly agreeable 
to the firſt Antiquity. . They cannot deny, that fhe 
holds nothing amiſs herein; only they pretend, that 
ſhe does not hold enough: That is, that we reje& 
Tranſubſtantiation, and the Sacrifice of the Maſs, In- 
vocation of Saints and Angels, Worſhipping of Ima- 
ges; that we do not admit the Pope to be the viſible 
Head and Monarch of the Church, and the Yicar of 
Chriſt, and that it is neceſſary to Salvation to be Sub- 
x to him, and the like: All which are meer Fancies 
and Uſurpations. But if the Primitive Chriſtians 
wereinthe right, if a good Life (for that is a Fun- 
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damental and moſt neceſlary point of Chri/t:anity, 
and without which all our belict, be it never fo Or- 
thodox;, will ſignific nothing) added to an entire and 
ſound Faith, carried them to Heaven, we may be ſe- 
cure ; it is enough for us to follow them and tread in 
their ſteps: We retain the fame Faith ; the Reforma- 
tion of the Church of England conformed it ſelf to 
their Practiſe and Example. Our Charch has been 
the great Eye-fore of Rome ever ſince, and eſpecially 
of late, when they had ſuch mighty hopes of pre- 
valling, to which the froward and —_— humour 
of the Non-Conformiſts, and chiefly the Presbyte- 
rian Fation, the Original and ſource of all our 
Church-diviſions, have given ſo great advantage. 
So that the Wiſe and moſt Learned King Fames, of 
Bleſſed Memory, may feem to have been a Prophet 
in this too, That if ever the Pope were brought into 
England, wt would be upon the back of a Puritan, as 
well as in that remarkable ſaying, No Biſhop , no 
King ; the truth of which was moſt ſadly juſtified and 
—_—_ out in the late moſt bloudy and unnatural Wars, 
and by the moſt. horrid Murder of the beſt of Prin- 
ces, Charles the Martyr, whoſe Righteous Soul muſt 
needs be troubled ( if any thing ot pity, which is a 
troubleſom Paſfion , can be fuppoſed to reach the 
Bleſſed ) at our preſent Diftractions, and the diſmal 
conſequences of them. 'They envy her Beauty and 
Order, the diſcreet Piety of her Service, and the Re- 
| arraar' and exactneſ(s of her Diſcipline, and the Apo- 

olicalneſs of her Government, and the flourithing 
of her Univerfities. This makes them rape and 
ſwell, and for want of better Proofs and Arguments, 
accuſe and arraign, as guilty of Herefie and Schiſm, 
and Innovatio purett and moſt 4poffolical Church 
| - of 
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of the World. But wiſe and conſiderate men are 
not to be frighted out of their Senſes, and out of 
their Religion with hard and big words, and with 
reproachtul Language. The diflolute and debauched 
may eaſily be reconciled, as the new word is, to a 
Religion that is ſo favourable to them, and gives 
them hopes of going to Heaven after a careleſs and 
wretched Lite, if upon a Sick Bed they begin to be 
afraid, and profeſs a little ſorrow, ww can but ſend 
for a Prieſt, and be Abfolved; and the ignorant 
and weak may be wrought upon by little tricks and 

| Pieces of Sophiſtry, and cheated and trapanned out 
of a Church, the Doctrine of which they did not 
throughly underſtand. For it 1s impoſſible for one 
who underſtands aright the Grounds and Principles 
of the Reformation, upon which this National Church . 
| 199-0 ms ever to renounce her Communion, unleſs 
e firſt makes Shipwrack of his Honeſty as well as of 
his Conſcience, and is ſwayed wholly by Worldly re- 
ſpe&s and intereſts, But we need value their Cenſures 
the leſs, not only becauſe they are unjuſt and uncha- 
ritable, but becauſe they involve the Primitive Chri- 
fans 1n the ſame guilt with us, and all the Chri/iax 
Churches this day in the World, that will not own 
that grand Fundamental Article of the Roman Faith, 
the Pope's Juriſdition, and be content to receive 
their Chriſtianity from Rome, and acknowledge all 
her determinations tobe truly and really, as they in 
the ordinary Court-ſtile call them, A4po/tolical. Let 
us in the name of God juſtifie the Dofrine of our 
Church by the ſtrictneſs and exemplarineſs of our 
Lives, as well as by Arguments and Diſcourſes of 
Reaſon. Let us reform our ſelves not only from the 
Errors and Superſtitions, but from the Vices that are 
E 2 | too 


(28) 


too commonly practiſed in Catholick Countries, as they 
call them, though thanks be to the great induſtry and 
kindneſs, and charity of their Miſtonaries of late, they 
would be content, I will not ſay ( though perhaps F 
might juſtly enough ) make it their buſineſs, that 
Atheiſm and Profaneneſs,and Debauchery ſhould over- 
ſpread the Land, rather than that the name of the 
Church of England ſhould be any morein remembrance. 
In times of ſuch defeQtion to'Socinianiſm and Popery 
on the one hand, and to Fanaticiſm on the other, let 
us take heed to our ſelves, that we be no way byaſ- 
ſed or wrought upon to-deſert the purity and integri- 
ty of the Chriſtian Doftrine, as-it 1s taught in this 
Church, in any one point of it ; and withal let us ſe- 
riouſly conſider and remember, that it is not enough 
to believe it with our hearts, unleſs we make open and 
publick profeſſion of it with our: Mouths: Whic 

brings me | 


To the third Propoſition, That all who are Bap- 
tized, and conſequently are by this Sacrament of In- 
itiation admitted and received into the Commurxioz and 
Society of Chriſtians, are to make profeſſion of this 
Faith ; Oze Faith, One Baptiſm, 


It was the undoubted PraCtiſe of the Church in the 
firſt Ages, that the Candidates of Baptiſm ſhould make 
profeſſion of that Faith, into which they -were to be 
Baptized, ſome previous time being allowed for their 
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Inſtruction in the Do- 
Qrine of it,as (a) Rufinus, 
a Presbyter of Aquileza, 
who Lived almoſt 1300 
Years ſince, in his Expo- 
fition upon the Creed, aſ- 
ſures us for his own time, 
and ſays, -it was then an 
Ancient Cuſtom, and ſo 
may be juſtly referred to 
the very times of the 4- 
poſtles. *Tis to' be ac- 
knowledged indeed, that 
St. Luke, in the Hiſtory 
of the Ads of the Apo- 
files, gives us thisactount 
only in general, that the 
new Converts were re- 
quired to believe in the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt; as in 
the caſe of the Priſon- 
keeper, Converted by the 


Preaching of St. Paul, Afts 16,31. 


(a) Mos inibi (Rome) ſervatur antiqu's, 205 qui 
gratiam Baptiſmi ſuſcepturi ſunt, publice, id eft, fi- 
deluum populo audiente, ſymbolum reddere; Thus 
he: Leo Magnus, Epiſt. 24. ad Flavianum Epiſc. 
contra Eutychem ; quam eruditionem de Sacr:s nove 
ac veteris Teſtamenti paginss acquiſiuit, qui ne 1þ- 
ſins quidem ſymboli initia comprehendit ; & quod per 
totum mundum omnium regenerandorum voce depro- 
mitur, iſtins adhuc ſenis corde non capitur. Epiſio's 
97. ad Menachos Paleſtinos --- que tanta extitit de- 
cipients aſtutia, ut obliti Prophecion & Apoſtalo- 
lorum, obliti ſjmboli ſalutaru & confeſſions, quan 
pronunciantes coram multis teſtib:s, Sacramentum 
Baptiſmi ſuſcepiſtis, diabolicts vos illuſionibus ſub le- 
retis ? This for the Weltern Church. For the like 
Practiſe of the Eaſtern Churches, we have the Au+ 
thority of Euſebins apud Socratem, Hiſt. Eccleſ. lib. 1. 
C. 5. & Theodorit. 1.x. c. 12, and of the Fathers of 
the Council held at Conſtantinople under Theodoſaus, 
in their Synodical Epiſtle to Pope Damaſms, St. Am- 
brofe, and the other Biſhops of rhe Weſt, ſpeaking of 
the Nicene Creed then eſtabliſhed, but referring alſo 
to the Ancient Oriental Creed, and the practiſe of 
the Ages before them. Tavſny zap x; v wiv & nutv 
%; Tam Tis wh Nasgepor F Abgoy + ants mo; 
avyage Tre S&T ny pls mRTE Ter GuTY HV Te 672) 
% £x00:09 T6 Batmirudl --=-- apud Theodor: 
lib. 5. c. 9. Beſides others elſewhere mentioned, 


And that af- 


ter St. Philip had convinced the Fanuch by Preaching 
ro him Jeſus, and explaining the Propheſies which 
tore-told him, ſo as that he deſired to become a 
Proſelyte of Chriſt, as he had hitherto been of Moſes 
( a Devotion to whoſe Law had brought him to Jern- 
falem) and had alſo farther acquainted him; thar it 
his requeſt to be Baptized- were more than a Com- 
plement or Curioſity ; if it were real and ſincere; it 
his Faith proceeded trom a thorough conviction of 
mind, he was qualified for Baptiſm, and not other- 


wiſe: 1f thou believeſt with all thy heart, thou maye/F. 
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The Eunuch makes no other Confeſſion but this, / 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, Ads 8. 


{ 1a) This Objeftion was made of old, that is, in 
Sr. Aug ines time,as appears by his Book de fide & 
operibus: To which he reruens this juſt Anſwer,cap.9. 
Nunc ergo placet, ut hac ſolum homines reſpondeant, 
&> continuo baptizentur, nihil de Spiritu Santo, ni- 
hr! de San&#4 Eccleſia, nihil de remiſſione peccatorum, 
n:h:l de reſurreF:one mortuorum, poſtremo de ipſe 
Feſu Chriſto nihil, nift quia filius Dei eft ; non de 
incarnatione ejus ex Virgine, de paſſione, de morte 
eructs, de Sepultura, de tertii dies reſurrefFione, de 
a/cenſione ac ſede ad dextram Patru aliquid dicendum 
eft Catechizanti, ac profitendum credenti ? By which 
ir appears, that it was his judgment, that a more ex- 
plicite form was then made, and conſequently that 
this bare Confeſhon was attended with it, or at leaſt 
does neceſlarily ſuppoſe and involve it. See more to 
this purpoſe in the {ame Auther art large, 


37. ( aa) Burtthen it is 
evident, that in this one 
Propoſition the whole 
Doctrine of the Creed is 
virtually contained, and 
that it draws neceſlarily 
all the other along with 
it, and that this general 
beltef was deduced into 
its ſeverals afterwards ; 
and that for a more ex- 
pliciteand particularenu- 
meration of the Articles 


of the Chriſtian Faith, we are to have recourſe to 
the Apoſtolical writings, in which they confirm the 
new Chriſtians in the Faith which they had been 
taught to believe and acknowledge. By all which it 
may appear, that, 

1. Divine Faith in general is neceſſary to the Be- 
ing of a Chriſtian, and that without it we, to whom 
the Goſpel is Preach'd and made known, cannot pre- 
tend either to Chriſtianity, or to any hope of Salva- 
tion. For, as the Apoſtle St. Paul ſays, if thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Feſus, and fhalt be- 
lieve in thine heart, that God hath raiſed him from 
the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved, Rom. 8.9. Where 
this Article of the Reſurreftion of Chriſt from the dead 
ſuppoſes the reſt, and is here expreſly mentioned, as 
the confirmation of the truth of Chri/f's Miſſion and 
Doctrine. 

2. That it is a very grievous Error to fancy, that 
it is a matter of meer indifference what our belief is 

in 
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in particular, and that it is enough, that we' believe 
that Chriſt is the Sou of God, without obliging our 
ſelves to believe all the juſt and neceſſary conſequen- 
ces of that Propoſition, meerly becauſe that one ſin- 
gle Att of Faith qualified the firſt Converts tor Bap= 
riſm ; when rhat only is mentioned, as the Founda- 
tion and Baſis of all the reſt, and does Neceflarily in- 
clude all the other DoCtrinal Points, that depend up- 
on it. 

3. That we are obliged to profeſs our belief of the 
whole Doctrine of Chriſtianity, as it lyes in the 
writings of the New Teſtament, which is the Rule of 
Faith, and as out of them it is briefly ſummed up in 
the Creeds,the explication which the Catholick Church 
has made of that Rule. So that as on the one hand. 
after this acknowledgment, it is unjuſt to demand a 
more particular and diſtinct account or catalogue of 
the Fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith ne- 
ceflary to be believed in order to Salvation ; ( that be- 
ing ſufficient for the Catholick Church in all Ages, 
which was ſo in the firſt )) ſo on the other hand, to 
believe leſs, and to reje any part of the Chri/tian 
Dorine, and teach the contrary, 1s juſtly chargeable 
with the guilt of Hereſfie, and 1s not the efte& of 
warineſs, but of pride and obſtinacy. The command 
of God to believe the Teſtimony that he has given of 
his Son, and the revelations of his will, and the Di- 
vine Authority, on which they are founded, are ſut- 
ficient Arguments to move us to aſſent to the truth of 
them, though the matter of them be ſo tar above our 
comprehenfion. They are Myſteries, and neceſſa- 
rily muſt be ſuch, and therefore are to be adored and 
fabmitted to, with that humility, that befits Crea- 
tures conſcious of their own weakneſles and faileurs, . 
and 
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and of the infinite and incomprehenſible Majeſty ahd 
perfe&tion of God. And if this troubles them, they 
may as well murmur, and quarrel, and find fault 
with the diſpenſations of Providence, as obſcure and 
un-intelligible: There is enough to fatisfie all, who 
will be content with juſt Proots of it, though not to 
take away all poſſible doubt : and by this means they 
mult ſide with the followers of Epricaras in their idle 
and fooliſh, and impious attempts to raze the very 
notions of a Deity, out of the minds of Men, and 
extinguiſh and deſtroy all Religzox out of the World. 
This 15 not impoſing upon them, or doing violence to 
their Reaſon, as they object, only upon this pretence, 
becauſe the Myſteries of Religior are not as evident 
and clear to their underſtanding, as viſible objects are 
to rhe Eye in a clear and full light: For then they 
would ceaſe to -be matters of Faith, and loſe their 
name, and fall under the comprehenſion of Science. 
And indeed ſo long as they retain this unreaſonable 
Principle, that all the My/teries of Chriſtian Religion 
are to be tryed and judged by the narrow Rules of Phi- 
loſophy and natural Reaſon ( which can beno proper 
medium of proving things only knowable by Revela- 
tion) they may well pretend that *tis not in their own 
power to change their Opinions, and that 'tis not 
poſſible for them to bring their underſtandings to ad- 
mit them. But can they hope, that this ſhould ju- 
ſtife their pertinaciouſne(s, and excuſe them at God's 
Tribunal 2 Is it not to be feared, that the unjuſt pre- 
judices which they entertain, ariſe from a perverſe 
will, and from obſtinacy and pride, and peeviſhneſs, 
and not from any diſlatisfaQorineſs at the inevidence 
and incertainty of the grounds and motives of their 
Credibility 2 It is only God who can convince _ 
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men by the mighty influences of his Grace, and re- 
move:theſe prejudices, which obſtruft the reception 
of his truth, to whoſe Mercy we leave them. For us, 
let us hold faſt our Profeſſion of Faith without waver 
ing; for God us faithful who hath called us to the knows 
ledge of his Truth. If you underſtand aright the Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Principles of 
the Proteſtant Religzon, it is impoſſible for you to be 
debauched and | >—rme cither by Socinian or Jeſuit, 
or Sefary, All their pretended demonſtrations (for 
error and deluſtonareuſually very bold and confident ) 
are meer Sophiſms and Arguments of deceit, tricks, 
and artifices of Wit, without any foundation of true 
Reaſon in the one, or of Scripture or Apoſtolical Tra- 
dition in the other. If, as I ſaid before, the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians went to Heaven, you may be aſſured 
of the ſame hope of Salvation in the Communion of 
the Church of Englaxd, if you add to a ſound Faith 
the praiſes of a Vertuous, and Holy, and truly Chri- 
ſtian Life; and if you perform the Vows you made at 
your Baptiſm, and renew w_ time you receive the 
molt bleſſed Sacrament, and 1o adorn the Primitive 
Faith with Primitive Purity and Holineſs. 
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Appendix concerning the Apoſtles Creed. 
_— form of Faith is called by (a) Ireneas 


6 <xamns egyey © antics, or the invariable Rule 
of Faith, received and openly proteſs'd and acknow- 
ledged by the new Convert at his Baptiſm ; 5 # wire + 
aarnleia; axAvVN oy £01T NgTEXUV, oy Net Ts BanThEUA]C Wangs --- 
And ſo in ſeveral other places he reters not only to 
the Chri/tian Faith in general, but to a fixt and known 
rule of it: As /ib. 1. cap.19. Cam teneamus autem 
0s regulam veritatis. And 11b. 2. cap. 43. Nuſquam 
transferentes regulam, neque errantes ab artifice, neque 
abjicientes fidem --- This rule of Faith is called ſome- 
where by him, «am 7 anda, of little body or Sy- 
ſtem of Articles, containing the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the Chriſtian Religion. Tertullian does allo often 
mention the regula fidez,as a thing every where known 
and acknowledged; as in his Book againſt ZZermoge- 
zes, in the beginning, de preſcript. cap. 13. Apol. 
cap. 47. Andin his Book, de velandis Virginibus, in 
the beginning, Regula quidem fidei ana omnino eft,ſola, 
immobilis (axawis) O& zrreformabilis; and is the fame 
with what he calls ſoon after, Lex fidei, or the unal- 
terable Law of Faith, which admits of no change ; 
whereas the Church has a Power in matters of Eccle- 
ſlaſtical Diſcipline and external behaviour, to make 
what alteration ſhall be judged moſt ſuitable to the 
rules of Piety, Prudence, Decency, and to variety of 
Circumſtances of places, and times, and other acci- 
dents. Hac lege fidei manente, cetera jam diſcipling 
& converſations admittunt novitatem correttionis, ope- 
rante ſcilicet © perficiente uſq; in finem gratia Det. 
Thus in general there was an explicite rule of Faith, 

Or 


+ | 
er form of words in their times, who lived to- 
ward the end of the ſecond Century. | 

That this form was the ſame in the main with 
what we call the Apoſtles Creed, is next to be made 
out, which ſhall do by laying down the words and 
Articles of that Form. I begin with /renzas, /. r.c.2. 
Ficclefra per univerſum orbem uſque ad fines terre ſemi- 
nata, & ab Apoſtolis, & a Diſcipulis eorum accepit eam 
fidem, que eft in unum Denum Patrem omnipotentem qui 
fecit Calum, & terram, mare, & omnia que in'ei ſunt; 
& in unum Teſum-Chriſtam, flium Det, incarnatum pro 
noſtra ſalute, & in Spiritum Sanftum, qui per Prophe- 
tas predicavit diſpoſitiones Dei, & adventum, & cam, 
gue eft ex Virgine generationem, & paſſionem, & reſur- 
reftjionem a mortyis, ® in carne inCelos aſcenfionem di 
le#i Jeſu Chrifti-Domini noſtri, & de Celis in glorit 
Patris adventum ejus, ad recapitulanda univerſa, © re- 
ſuſcitandam omnem carnem humani generis, Here is an 
explicite acknowledgment of the DoQtrine of the 
Chriſtian Faith, received all the World over by all Or- 
thodox Chriſtians, wherein they profeſs to believe 
ia one God the Father Almighty, maker- of Heaven 
and Earth, the Sea, and all things which are therein : 
And in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, incar- 
nate; that he was born of a Virgin, fuffered; roſe from 
the dead, afcended into Heaven, and that he ſhall 
come again in the glory of the Father, and that he 
ſhall raiſe the dead; and in the Holy Ghoſt. Ir is not 
here undertaken to be proved, that it is the fame in 
every expreſſion of it ; for thats variable; or in all 
its clauſes, ſeveral of which were added in after times 
for wiſe and juſt reaſons and ends mentioned before by 
Rufinus. But it is evident, that the beginning was 
ever the ſame, the Article of one God, Almighty , 

F 2 maker 
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maker of the World, or of all things, or of Heaven 
and Earth: For they were not confined to a Phraſe, 
and the explication was various: And then immedi- 
ately follows the Article concerning, our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, our Lord ----- 
this Solemn Profeſſion being fo eommon-and univer- 
fal, that the Fathers who refer to it, in all probabi- 
lity thought it unneceſiary oftentimes to repeat a 

more than the beginning, the reſt being eafily under- 
ſtood. So, /. 1. c. 19. Cam teneamus nos autem re- 
gulam vweritati, id eſt, quia fit unus Deus, omnipo- 
tens, qui omnia condidit per verbum ſuum& aptavit,& 


b. 2. cap. 43, Nangquans transferentes regulam, neque 
errantes ab artifice, neque abjiciemtes fidem, que eft-in 
anum Deum,. qui fecit omnia. lib. 4. . cap. q5. Hi & 
eam, que eſt in unum Deum, qui omnia fectt, fidem no- 
fram cuſtodiunt,. & cam, que. eſt. in Filium Dei, di- 
leftionem. adaugent,, qui tantas diſpofitiones. propter 
»os fecit : And to the ſame effect cap. 62. Omnia er 
conſtant, & in unum Deum Omnipotentem, ex quo om-- 
nia, fides integra, & in Filiam Dei Chriſtum Feſam 
Dominum noſtrum. | 

| He ſuppoſes all along, that this Confeſſion of Faith 

and particular form, agreeable to what we find in the 
Creed, was handed down in the way of. Tradition 
from the Apoſtles. Thus, /36. 3. - 3. ſpeaking of 
St. Clement, he ſays, that in his Epiſtle: to the Corin- 
thians, he did aununtiare quam in recenti ab Apoſtolis 
receperant traditionem, annuntiantem Vnum Deum, 
Omnipotentem, faftorem Celi& terre: But more ex- 
preſly and fully in the 4th. Cap. Quid autem fi neque 
Apoſtoli quidem Scripturas - retiquiſſent nobis, nonne 
eportebat ordinem ſequi traditionis, . quam tradiderunt 
tis 
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ths, quibus committebant Ecclehas > Cur ordination 
aſſentiunt multe gentes Barbarorum, quorum fortaſ5e 
aliqui qui in Chriſtum credunt, fine chart4 & atramento 
Scriptam habentes per Spiritum in cordibus ſuis ſalu- 
tem, & weterem traditionem diligenter cuſtddientes, 
in num Deum credentes, fabricatorem Cwli & terre, 
& omnium, que in- iis ſunt, per Feſum Chriſtum Dei 
Blinm. (us propter eminentiſſimam erga figmentum 
' Jum dileftionem, eam que efſet ex Virgine, genera- 
tionem ſuſtinuit,. ipſe per ſe hominem adunans Deo, & 
paſſus ſab Pontio Pilato, & reſurgens,. & in claritate 
receptus in glorid, venturus ſalvator eorum, qui ſal- 
wvantur, & judex eorum, qui judicantur, © mittens 
in ignem eternum transfiguratores veritatis ® contemp« 
tores Patris ſui ® advenths ſui. 

To this form or rule 7ert«ll/zan plainly alludes in 
his Book againſt Praxeas, making, it as Ancient as 
the firſt Preaching of the Goſpel by the Apoſttes, cap. 
2. Nos vero & ſow er & nunc magis, ut inſtruftiones 
per Paracletum, deduftorem- Scil.. omnis veritatis, 
unicum quidem Deum Credimus, ſub htc tamen diſpen- 
Satione, quam Oeconomiam credimus, ut unict Dei fit 
& filius ſermo-ipfus, qui ex ipſo proceſſerit, per quem 
omnta faita ſunt, & fine quo faitum eſt nihil, Hiinc 
miſſum a Patre in Virginem, G ex ed natum hominemr 
& Deum; filinm- hominis, filium Dei, & cognominatum 
Feſum Chriſtum, hunc ' paſſum , hunc mortuum, & ſe- 
pultum ſecundum Scripturas, © reſuſcitatum a Patre, 
& in Cetos reſumptum, ſedere ad dextram Patris, ven- 
tarum judicare vivos © mortuos, qui exinde miſerit 
ſecundum promiſſionem ſuam, a Patre,Spiritum Santtum, 
Paracletum, Sandificatorem  fidei eorum, qui credunt 
in Patrem, & Filium, © Spiritum Sandlum. anc re- 
gulam ab initio Evangeliidecucurriſſe etiam ante priores 

quoſque 
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quoſque hereticos, nedum ante Praxean heſternum, pro- 
babit tam ipſa Prſteritas omnium hereticorum, quam 
ipſa novellitas Praxee heſterni. But more contraed- 
ly in his Book de velandis Virginibus, thus, Regwla 
quidem fidei una omnino eſt, ſola, immobilis, & irre> 
formabilts, credendi Scil. in Unicum Deum, Omnipo- 
teutem, mundi conditorem, & Filium ejus Feſum Chris 
tum, natum ex Virgine Maria, crucifixum ſub Pontio 
Pilato, tertio die reſuſcitatum a mortuis, receptum in 
Celis, ſedentem nunc ad dextram Patry, venturum ju= 
dicare vivos & mortuos,per carnis etiam reſurrettionem. 

Novatianus, a Roman Presbyter, who lived about 
the Year 240, thus begins his Book de T7rinitate. 
Regula exigit veritatis, ut primo omninum credamus in 
Deum Patrem & dominum onmipotentem, id eft, verum - 
omnium perfettiſimum conditorem. Cap. 9. Fadem 
regala veritatis docet nos credere, paſt Patrem, etiau 
in Filium Dei, Chriſtum Teſum dominum Deum noſtrum, 
Det filium, hujus Des, qui & unus & ſolus eſt, condise 
tor ſcilicet rerum omnjum; ut jam & ſuperius expreſs 
ſam eſt. Cap. 29. Sed enim odorationss & fidet autto- 
ritas, digeſtis vocibus & literis Domini, admonet nos 
poſt hoc credere etiam in Spiritum Santlum. 

That the Apoſttes made a Creed, and that this ac- 
cording to the limitations laid down above, is that 
Creed ; both Hiſtory and Tradition juſtly induce us 
to believe, and it appears hence, that it is a meer 
Fancy and conjeCture of Yoſſhus, difſert. prima de tri- 
bus ſymbolis, Seft. 24. When he ſays, that it was 
compoſed by the Biſhop and Clergy of Rome, ( he 
means Pope Damaſus) about the Year of Chrift 400; 
For beſides what has been faid already, Ryfinus, who 
| lived at that time in the Neighbouring Church of 
Aquileia, ſpeaks of it, as of a moſt Ancient form - 

ue 
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uſe in the preceding Ages - And YViglins, 11b. 4. con+ 
tra Eutychem, who lived about the Year of Chriſt 


500, under Zero and Anaſtaſius, puts it out of all 
doubt, quoting the words of St. Leo, and anſwering 


the objection trom the variety of the reading. ' 7n7> 
werſitas profitetur credere ſe in Deum Patrem omnipo- 
rentem, S in Feſum Chriſtum filium ejus Dominum #0» 
trum. Huic capitulo ob id ifte calumniater ; cur non, 
dixit, in unum Jeſum Chriſtum, fam ejus, juxta 
Niczni decretu#m confilii> Sed Roma & antequam 
Niczna Synodus conveniret, a temporibus Apoſtolo« 
rum uſque ad nunc, & ſub beate memorie Celeſting, 
cut iſte rele fidei teſtimonium reddidit, ita fidelibus 
ſymbolum tradidit, nec prejudicant verba #bi ſenſus 
mncolumis permanet. This Creed was in uſe in the 
Roman Church long betore the times of the firſt 
Council. at Nice; yea, from the firſt times of the 
Apoſtles. St. Leo, in his Epittle to the Empreſs 
Pulcheria, Epiſt. 27, Ipfius Catholicz ſymboli brevis 
& perfetta confeſſio, que duodecim Apoſtolorum toti- 
dem eſt ſignata ſententiis, tam inſtrutta [it in munith- 
one Celeſti, ut omnes hereticorum opinion?s ſolo poſ= 
feat glatlio detruncari, Serm. 24. Catholici & Apos 
ftolici fymboli regula. Serm. 60. qu elt de Paſhons 
Domini Chriſti.hic fidei regulidilettifſimi,quam in ipſo 


exordio ſymboli per auttoritatem Apoſtolice inſtitu- 


tionis accepimus, Serm. 93. ſnſiituto a S. Apoſtolis 


Symbolo repugnantes. And above one hunared Years: 


before him, { oo) St. Arzbroſe, ant other Biſhops 
with him, in an Epiſtic to Pope Syriciss, Credatur 


(00) Epiff. 
lib. 1. Epiſlt. 7, 
att. PariFens 


— 


Symbolo Apoſtolorum, qreodl Eccleſia Remana mntemes (6, 1614 
ratum ſemper cu/todit & fervat. *Fhe Conteſlton of male:n edition? 


Faith made by :rce//ns, Biſhop of Ancyra, during 
his ſtay at Rome with Pope Filzzs, agrees almoſt in 
cvery 


22 lleenti, anzo 
1538. lezitur 
tter atm. 
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particular with the Apoſtolzcat form ; which T 


ſhall here ſet down out of Eprphanius, heres.72. Sed.z. 
TliSeu® ts Idy ——_—_ XESEY Inouy F uvity awry 7 WOvo yn, 
+ weuy tur, + yernierre he Twas] © dis x; Maciag f mig dive, 

TToymis TlAdgre tug dime, X) raphy, X; Th TfITH Nuepd avagt Tre, 
en Ts vexp@r, evaCdrnme tis Tos £EaRSy I; xa waver oy Els 7% Tlalgds, 
6.40 Tp gems xeivery Clormes x vergis 3) ets 73 2400 TIWU pad, alias WK 
xANOey, dpioiv duagmar, czpxls vagaril Gunv dui. 


This muſt be before the Year 352. in which Pope 
Julius dyed : And Marcelus himſelf, who had been 
made Bithop in. the Reign of Conſtantine, as appears 
by his Subſcription to the Axcyran Council, whick 
was held ſome few Years before that at Nice, only 
lived to the Year of Chriſt 373. So that theſe in- 
ſtances ſufficiently demonſtrate, that this Apoſtolical 
form was uſed in rhe-Roman Church betore the Year 
400, which is the aſlertion of Yoſſus, pag. 18. But 
_ it was uſed elſewhere or no, we {hall ſee pre- 
ently. | 

It will be altogether impertinent to alledge, that 
this is to be underſtood of the Creed, as now we have 
it, totidem ſylabis: For this no one ever thought of; 
but the queſtion is double, whether the Apoſtles made 
2 form of Faith for the uſe of the new Converts, or 
no; and whether this form is not the ſame in the ge- 
neral, notwithſtanding thoſe few inſertions and va- 
riations, which were made before it was thus fixt. 
For the affirmative of both which, we have poſitive 
Proofs, and nothing of any moment is alledged by 
Yoſſus-to invalidate either them or the Tradition of 
the Church. All his other Arguments are ſuch as 
theſe; that if the Apot/es had agreed upon any form, 
St. Luke, who wrote their Atts, would not have 
omitted it, or at leaſt, ſome of the Apoſtles themſelves 
would have tranſcribed it into their Epiſtles. But => 

Creed 
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Creed is ſuppoſed all along in the Apoſtolical wri- 
tings, which were. written to-ſuch, as had been al- 
ready Converted to the Chriſtian Faith, and fo are 
not to be look'd upon as an Inſtitution, ſo much as 
a Direction to and confirmation of them in the Chri- 
tian DoErine : And beſides, .there was no neceſſity 
that it ſhould be put down in writing, it being ſhorr, 
and eaſily remembred; as St. Zerome juſtly ſu 
ſes, ad Pammachinm, 61 Epiſt, In Symbolo fider 
&G ſpet noſtre, quod ab Apoſtolis traditum, non ſcris 
bitur in charta & atramento, ſed in tabulis cordis car 
aalibus, ( b) Again, he pretends, 
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that if there had been ſuch a form, it 
would have been the ſame every 
where. Iam ſure it was ſo in effect, 
and in the main: And we ſhall ſhew 
preſently, that the Oriental Creed 
was not ſo difterent in the expreſſion, 
but that at firſt it might be the very 
ſame, thoſe varieties happening up- 
on the occaſions above mentioned, 


(5) Rufinus iz expoſitione Symbols 
idcirco non ſcribi chartulis atque mem- 
branu, ſed retineri cordibns tradide- 
runt: Ut certum efſet neminem hes 
ex leFione, que interdum pervenire 
etiam ad Infideles folet, ſed ex Apo- 
flolorum traditione didiciſſe. Fa- 
cundus Hermianenſis in defenſione 
trium Capitulorum Concilii Chalce- 
donenſis, lib. 8, cap. 7. Sic nec ge- 
nerali Symbolo fidei Chriſtiane , 
que initiamur,quicquam eſt fortius, 
quamwu non Scripta neon tradatur. 


to ſecure the Catholick Doftrine a- 
gainſt the innovations of Hereticks. Again, he pre- 
tends, that granting ſuch additions to have been made, 
nothing can be imagined more irreligious, than to 
ſuppoſe the Holy Fathers of the Primitive Church to 
have razed many things out of this Apoſtolical form ; 
but this is a bare ſuppoſition of his own; nor can it 
be proved, that ever any ſuch thing was fo much as 
ever attempted ; for they only added a few words for 
neceſlary explication. Again, he pretends, that no 
Eccleſiaſtical Writer or Council make mention of it. 
To the former part of his Afſertion we oppole the 
Authorities of [rengus, Tertullian, Novatianus, St. 
Ambroſe, 
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Ambroſe, St. Hierome, Rufinus, St. Leo, Vigilins =» 
And for the Greek Hiſtorians, we ſhall find, that they, 
following the Opinion and Acknowledgment of the 
Nicene Fathers, look'd upon that form, making ſome 
allowances, to be derived from the Apoſtles, not 
only as to the ſenſe of the Articles, but as to the 
expreſſions: 9 auTy (& 1 mig1s raged) In dm 9 agiav *AmgtAay. 
Epiphanius in Anchorato, juſt after he had repeated 
the Nicexe Creed. Weare therefore in the next place 
to enquire, whether there was not a form of Faith 
uſed in the Orzental Churches, long before the Coun- 
cil at Nice, and what that was. 


(a) In Epiſtols (a) Euſebius Pamphili, Biſhop of Czſarea in Pa- 
ad ſues Czfa- Iaſtine, propoſed a Creed, or form of Faith to the 
nenſes apxed FEmperour and Nzcexe Fathers, which, he fays, he 
5 bb og "" had received from the Biſhops his Predeceſſors, and 
cap.8. Theo- had been taught and Catechized in, and made pro- 
dorit. Lf-Ec?: fefllion of at his Baptiſm, according to the eſtabliſh- 
"#2: ment and order of the Catho/ick Church. The ground 
of this, thoſe great and wiſe Men, who were Aſſem- 

bled in that Council, thought fit to retain, making 

ſome alterations and additions, which were judged 

neceſlary to confound the Hereſie of Arius, which 

had diſtra&ted the minds of the People, and diſturbed 

(3) Theodo- the Peace of the Empire. The (5 ) Fathers of the 
rit, {b.5.cap.9. firſt Council at Conſtantinople call this Nicene form, 
mg:ofursT, x, axon TH Bammwuen, moſt: Ancient, and 

what was pronounced by the Candidates of Baptiſm. 

If the form of the old Feruſalem Creed were entirely 

extant ( part of which we have in the Liturgy of St. 

Fames ) the matter would then be put out of doubt ; 

tor that it was more contracted than that form, which 

St. Cyril about the Year 350 explained in his Learned 

Lectures 
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Leftures or Inſtitutions, to thoſe who had been Baptized, ap- 
pears by the Fragment preſerved. 

' The form which Euſebins preſented ro the Emperour and 
Council, was thus. We believe in one God,the Father, Almighty, 
Creator f all things viſible and inviſible; and in one Lord F 
Chriſt, the Word of God, God of God, light of light, life of life, 
the only begotten Son, the firſt-born of every Creature, begotten 
of God the Father before all Worlds, by whom all things were 
made, who for our Salvation was Incarnate, and converſed a- 
mong men; he Suffered, and roſe the third day, and aſcended to 
the Father, and be ſhall come again with glory to Fudge both the 
quick and the dead--- We believe alſo in the Holy Ghoſt --- I do 
not pretend to ſay, that this was the old form uſed from the be- 
ginning ; for it1s plain from the very contexture, and from the 
omiſſion of ſome Clauſes by the Nicene Fathers, that they lookt 
upon this as interpolated. Ir being certain and undoubted,that 
there was an old Apeſftolical form, or form uſed from the very 
beginnings of Chriſtianity to be profeſt at Baptiſm, the Biſhops 
of the chief Sees thought themſelves at liberty to explain or add, 
as they judged moſt proper for the time wherein rhey lived; 
which is the true Reaſon, as I muſt intimate again,why the forms 
are ſo various. And eſpecially when we conſider, that accord- 
ing to the form of Baptiſm, the chief deſign of this Profeſſion 
of Faith made at the receiving it, was an expliciteacknowledg- 
ment of each of the three Perſons of the Bleſſed Trinity: And 
accordingly here the Nicene Creed ſtops (for that which is com- 
monly called ſo, ought, upon the account of the ſeveral additi- 
ons, to be called the Conſtantinopolitan Creed.) Though that 
in ſome other old Creeds were added the Articles of the Reſur- 
rection of the Fleſh, and of everlaſting Life, appears fromthe 


(4) Conteflion of the Biſhops met at Antioch nor long after un- | a) Socrat 
der Conſtantizs. And that of one Church alfo, in others, as St. 1;s. 1. cap. _w_ 
(5b) Jerome poſitively aflerts. And that of Remiſlion of Sins, (5) i Sym- 


ſpei noſtre, quod ab Apoſiolis traditur, non ſcribitur, in chartis &+ atramento, ſed tabulis 
cordu carnalibus, per confeſſionem Trinitatis & nnitatem Eccleſie, omne Chriſtiani dogma- 
ti Sacramentum carnis reſurreione concluditur, Epiſt, 61, a4 Pammachium adverſu er- - 


rores Joannis Hicroſolymitani, 
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(c) Epiſ. 70. and everlaſting Life, is clear from St. (c) Cyprian. Agreeab! 
Sed <> ipſs in- to this, Voſſires ſuppoſeth the old Eaſtern Creed to yr * 
rerrogatio, que after this manner. I believe in Godthe Father ry Thom 


pops: Bop _ of all things, viſible and inviſibie;, and in cone Lord Teſus Chrift, 
tis. © Nam cum the only Begetten Son of God, who for us men, and for our Sal- 
dicimus, credis vation cams down from Heaven, and was Incarnate, and was 
im vitam eter- made man: He ſuffered, and roſe the third day from the dead, 
nam & rem'ſ- 2nd aſcended into the Heavens, and he ſhall come again to judge 


fonem peccato- p,rh the quick and the dead. And (believe) in the Holy Ghoſt. 


rum per S$4an- 

Ham Ecclefiam, intelligimus remiſſionem peccatorum non niſe in Eccleſia dari. Epiſt. 76. 
Magno. Quod fi aliqus illud opponit, ut dicat eandem Novatianum legem tenere, quant 
Eccleſia Catholica teneat, eodem Symbolo, quo & nos Baptizare, &c. Nam cum dicunt., 
crea remiſſionem peccatorum Or vitam eternam per Santam Eccleſiam, mentiuntur in in- 
terrogatione, quando non habeant Ecclefiam. 


If this ſhould be allowed him, which has no other Autho- 
rity but his own conjecture, yet we may hence conclude, that 
both the Eaſtern and the Weſtern Churches may well and juſtly 
pretend to derive their forms from the Apoſtles: Which mult 
be underſtood as to the ground of each Creed, and in the ge- 
neral. For that the Apoſtles did Pen every word, or every Ar- 
ticle of the Creed, which now bears their Name, was never 
pretended or aſſerted by any one: Nay, the contrary is- now, 
and was Anciently acknowledged, and the variety of forms in 
the chief Apoſtolical Sees, uſed according to the exigence of 
the times, 15 a convincing Proof. But this doth not hinder, 
but rather ſuppoſe ; that there was a ſhort Form propoſed by the 
Apoſtles, as the Ancient Writers have aflerted: And that the 
old Oriental Creed, and the old Roman ire almoſt in expreſſion, 
but wholly in effect, the ſame, and conſequently Apoſtolical. 


FINIS. 
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